HIST 4950/5950 The Medieval World in Film

Exam II

Please select one essay topic from the list below and write a coherent, well-argued essay making use of assigned sources (where possible) and other evidence in support of your argument.  

1. Compare and contrast the qualities that made Becket a saint and the ideals those qualities represent to the ones that have made Averroes an intellectual  hero for modern Muslims such as Youssef Chahine and for Christians in the Middle Ages and Renaissance.   Discuss the film portrayals of these figures and, in the case of Becket, the primary sources assigned.  

2. Compare and contrast the role of religion in politics and, vice versa, of politics in religion as seen in the depictions of Becket and Averroes in the films Becket and Destiny as well as in the assigned primary source accounts of Becket’s conflict with Henry II.  

3.  Compare and contrast the struggles of Becket and of the legendary Robin Hood against the ideals symbolized by Henry II. Becket revolted from Henry’s attempt to control the church, but Robin Hood revolted against the legacy of Henry II in society and economics.  Analyze the film Becket and the primary source accounts and the various Robin Hood texts reported on by they groups in class.       

