HIST 4950/5950 The Medieval World in Film

Final Exam 
The final exam will be held in class on the date listed on your syllabus.  

Part I

Please select three terms from the list below and write a brief paragraph explaining that term’s significance and important events, people, and concepts associated with it.  Please note that if you write your formal essay on Arthur, you need to avoid some of the terms and topics associated with that for your short identifications, and the same is true for other topics listed. In other words, I need to see here that you know three terms in addition to what you demonstrate in your essay. If you write on Arthur, I need to see that you know something about the other topics covered in class.  (10 points each)
Students who write their long essay on topic #1 may not choose from these terms but may select from the other lists:

Artorius 

Gildas

Nennius

Ambrosius Aurelianus

Culwch and Olwen

Welsh Triads

Students who write their long essay on topic #2 may not choose from these terms but may select from the other lists:

Chretien de Troyes

Guinevere

Lancelot

Students who write their long essay on topic #3 may not choose from these terms but may select from the other lists:

Sergei Eisenstein

Alexander Nevsky in history and film

Ivan the Terrible in history and film

Marxism and Art

Students who write their long essay on topic #4 may not choose from these terms but may select from the other lists:

Akira Kurosawa

Ran

Throne of Blood

Additional terms: No matter what essay you select, you may identify the following two terms:

Anchoress 
Sorceress
Part II:  Formal Essay Topics
Please select one topic from the list below and write a coherent, well-organized essay using primary source accounts, references to films viewed in class, and other information as assigned to support your argument.  Please note that your essay cannot duplicate information in your short identifications.  (70 points)
1. Analyze the various film portrayals of Arthur viewed in class and compare and contrast those to the primary sources and archaeological record.  What do we actually know about the “historic” King Arthur, if there was one, and how have medieval historians and literary figures as well as modern film directors created the legend of King Arthur? How does that legend, as it evolved through the Middle Ages and into the modern times, speak to the particular goals and dreams of each successive era? 

2. Analyze the various film portrayals of Lancelot viewed in class and compare and contrast those to the primary sources and archaeological record.  What do we actually know about the “historic” context of the Arthurian legsnds and how have medieval historians and literary figures as well as modern film directors created the legend of Lancelot? How does that legend, as it evolved through the Middle Ages and into the modern times, speak to the particular goals and dreams of each successive era? 

3. Analyze the career and work of Sergei Eisenstein as evident in Alexander Nevsky and Ivan the Terrible.  How did Marxism influence Eisenstein’s depiction of these figures and in what ways was he reacting to issues of his own age when he produced these films?  

4. Discuss the interpretations of medieval monarchs founds in Akira Kurosawa’s interpretations of Shakespearean plays in Throne of Blood and Ran.   How do the ideals of the Japanese samurai and Buddhism influence Kurosawa’s treatment of these monarchs?  
